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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY v. KEVIN R. MASTER

2025-CA-0899
Presiding Judge: HON. AUDRA J. ECKERLE
Associate Judges: HON. JACQUELINE M. CALDWELL and HON. JEFF S. TAYLOR

United States Customs and Border Patrol intercepted a package addressed to Appellee,
Kevin R. Master (“Master”), containing a child sex doll. Master later pleaded guilty to 20
counts of Possession of Matter Portraying a Sexual Performance by a Minor,
conditionally appealing the Kenton Circuit Court’s denial of a motion to suppress the
evidence from a search warrant issued in October 2019. Both the Court of Appeals and
the Kentucky Supreme Court held that the Circuit Court had erred in its probable cause
analysis connecting Master to possession of child pornography. The Appellate Courts
then remanded the case for an evidentiary hearing on whether the good-faith exception
would nevertheless apply. On remand, the Circuit Court heard testimony from the
detective who prepared the affidavit, but ultimately relied on the decisions by the Court of
Appeals and Supreme Court to grant the motion to suppress. The Commonwealth now
appeals, arguing that the Circuit Court failed to apply the good-faith exception properly,
which would prevent suppression of the evidence.

KENTON County, HON. KATHLEEN LAPE
Attorney for Appellant: Courtney J. Hightower
Attorneys for Appellee: Daniel Joseph Schubert and Steven Jared Buck
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